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expoſtulet cum eo qui ſcripſit; ipſe, ſi volet, ſecum 5 75 


To the READER: 

Y the thirty-ſixth canon * of the 

Church of England, every perſon who 
is received into the miniſtry, or admitted 
to any eccleſiaſtical living, is required to 
ſubſcribe the following articles, viz. 


I. That the King's Majeſty, under 
“ God, is the only ſupreme governor of 
this realm both in things ſpiritual and 


1 


„temporal. 


II. That the book of common prayer 
« and of ordering of biſhops, prieſts, and 
« deacons, containeth. in it nothing con- 
« trary to the word of God.“ I 


„III. That he alloweth the book of 
articles of religion, agreed upon by 
„the archbiſhops, and biſhops, and the 

Ee a 2 «© whole 


* The conſtitutions and canons- eccleſiaſtical, in num 
ber one hundred and forty-one, were drawn up by the 
Biſhop of London, preſident of the convocation for the 
province of Canterbury, and the reſt of the biſhops and 
clergy of the ſaid province, and agreed upon, with the 
Kings Majeſty's licence, in their ſynod begun at London 
Anno Dom. one thouſand fix hundred and three; and 
publiſhed by his Majeſty's authority, under the great 
ſeal of England, to be obſerved, executed, and kept by 
all perſons in the kingdom, in all points wherein they. 
do ox may concern every or any of them. 


K . OT I ‚§³⅛ůͥ⅜u.ꝛ rag, er, 
r 89 A 


e DT — 


iv To the READER. 


«< whole clergy in the convocation holder 
„at London, in the year 1502; and that 
a. te: acknowledgeth all and every the ar- 
« ticles therein contained, being in num- 
ber thirty-nine, beſides the ratification, 
« to be agreeable to the word of God.“ 

And“ he ſhall, ſubſcribe in this order 
« and form of words, ſetting down both 
« his chriſtian and ſurname, viz. I, N. N. 
« do willingly, and ex animo, ſubſcribe to. 
* theſe three articles above-mentioned, and 
* to all things that are contained in them.“ 

From the nature of this ſubſcription, it 


is very reaſonable to conclude, that every 


miniſter of the Church of England, ought 
to preach the doctrines contained in the 
liturgy, articles of religion, and homilies 
of the Church. But it 1s notorious there 
are very many among the clergy, as well 
as laity, who, while they treat with the 
moſt ſupercilious contempt all thoſe who 
are called ſectaries, and pride themſelves 


in a cloſe attachment to the Church, are 


yet totally unacquainted with her di- 
ſtinguiſhing doctrines, 

A 1 dialogue, entitled the Pulpit 
and Reading-deſk,” was written ſome 
years ago, by a pious man, now no more; 
and the following abridgement of it is 
now publiſhed and addreſſed to the mem- 


bers of the Church of England, with a. 


view 


To the READER. v 


view to ſhew what the doctrine of our 
Church are; and to evince to people of 
plain underſtanding, there is a real differ- 
ence between hee and the doctrines 
which are generally delivered from our 
pulpits. 

It is neceſſary to obſerve, however, the 
difference 1s not univerſal, as there are a 
few among the clergy (and may God in- 
creaſe the number!) who faithfully preach 
the doctrines contained in the liturgy, 
articles, and homilies; and the ſingular 
conduct of ſuch renders it very "7 to 
2 them from the reſt. 
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DYALOGUE 


PULPIT any READING-DESK. 


. PULPI 3. R. READING-DESK, your moſt 


are well, Sir. I have long withed to ſee you, 
that I might have the pleaſure of an hour's con- 
verſation with you. 4 

| Dxsx. Good company, Sir, ought always to 
be eſteemed.— But I fear it is over witff me.— 
I have long laboured under a painful and dan- 
gerous diſorder; and it is a miracle that I am 
alive. 3 8 

Purerr. I am much affected with what you 
ſay.— Your appearance indeed indicates your 
ſufferings are not ſmall : But it cuts me to the 
heart to fee you fo ſickly.— What ſhall I do to 
relieve ſo worthy a friend? 

Desx. I deſign to acquaint you with the cauſe 
of my diſorder; and in opening my mind to you, 
I hope I ſhall find conſiderable relief. 

7 ULPIT. Sir, you pleaſe me extremely; and 
I hope you are fo fully convinced of my regard 
for you, and that J am deeply intereſted in your 
well-being, that you will unboſom yourſelf to 
me with the greateſt freedom. 

Dksk. I will readily do it; and your invita- 
tion will induce me to ſpeak without reſerve. 

A You 


humble ſervant.—I hope you 


„ 

You have been long enough acquainted with 
me to know I love plain dealing; and you 
know the truth doth not ſuffer by being deli- 
vered in plain language. I would have you un- 
derſtand I am all of a piece, and that I deteſt an 
hypocrite. I cannot turn with the times. My 
ſentiments concerning religion have been always 

the ſame ; and I muſt ſtill deliver the doctrines I 
have ever eſpouſed, whether I pleaſe or diſpleaſe 
thoſe that hear me: And although my free and 
artleſs deportment may offend many in this dark 
and degenerate age, I enjoy the approbation of 
God, and of all truly pious men. 

Lou cannot but own that for me to hear my- 
ſelf contradicted juſt over my head, and made a 
falſe witneſs, —a deceiver of the people, as ſoon 
as I have exerciſed my office, and declared thoſe 
truths which you ought to preach, muſt be very 
trying to my conſtitution. | 

PuLeiT. Truly, Sir, you ſurpriſe me. Am 
I the cauſe of your diſorder ? Can you poſſibly 
think that i am an hypocrite, —a time-ſerver, and 
that I do not agree with you in religious matters? 

But ſpeak not fo warmly: If the congrega- 
tion hear s contending, who thould ſpeak the 
{ame thing, and find that we, who are at the head 
of eccleſiaſtical affairs, think thus of each other, 
our precepts will make but little impreſſion on 
them. Our hearers will be ready to fay, Phy- 
ſician heal thyſelf; and it is probable they will 
bid us firſt pull the beam out of our own eye. 

Dxsx. For my own part, | care not who hears 
us, or knows of our quarrel, You have lon 
been my ſore enemy, a public and private foe to 
me and the whole congregation, and you ought 


to 


(SJ 


to have been driven out of the Church long 
ſince *. | He | | 

The evil you have done is great beyond con- 
ception; and whatever you may think of your- 
ſelf, you are much more ſickly than I am. 
Your carcaſe is meagre and conſumptive; the 
health and vigour once feen in you exiſt no more. 
Your eyes are blinded, your ears dull of hearing, 
and your limbs are become feeble and inactive: 
Yeur whole head is ſick, your whole heart is faint 
there is no ſoundneſs in you Þ. 

Pvurerr. Mr. Reading deſt, L inſiſt on it that 
you explain yourſelf. It cuts me to the quick 
to hear this from you, If it had come from 
ſome ſectary, I ſhould not have taken this no- 
tice ; but when I conſider who it is that ſpeaks 
thus ;—that it is y9z, who are as my own ſelf, I 
cannot bear it. Surely you have formed your 
judgment of me from ſome ſlanderous reports 
which I know have lately been propagated con- 
cerning me by a ſet of enthuſzaſts Or are you 
not in your dotage? - But we will leave off ca- 
villing, and be friends. — Therefore 1 with you 
a good morning, Sir. 

Dksk. Hold, Sir: Stop a little. I have not 

A2 done. 


* It is ſeldom that a clergyman is expelled the Church for 
lewdneſs, drunkenneſs, gaming, or any other vice; hence 
ſome people may be ready to conclude a wicked parſon is rara 
avis in terris J | | 

It is as ſeldom that any perſon is refuſed ordination, becauſo 
he has too /ittle religion; however ſeveral have been objected 
to, becauſe it was ſuppoſed they had % much. — In the year 
1763, „& young men were expelled the Univerſity of Oxford, 
for PRAYING, READING, AND EXPOUNDING THE SCRIP- 
TURES. | | | : 

Vide PRIESTCRAF T DEFENDED, a ſermon, by the SHAVER» 
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done. am reſolved to tell you my mind; and 
if you will not hear me now, I will publiſh your 
character to all the world, and let it be ſeen you 
are no more a friend to real religion than Fu- 
das was. 

Purrir. Pleaſe to make good what you ſay. 
You have already ſaid enough to make a ſtone 
ſpeak; and I am now determined to diſpute it 
out with you. Some of the congregation have 
certainly heard what has paſſed; and if they be- 
lieve you, I ſhall be little eſteemed for the fu- 
ture. | | 

DkEsk. I have no doubt but I can prove my 
aſſertions, and for the truth of them I appeal to 
the word of God, and to the judgment of all 
good men—thoſe who know the truth as it is 
in 7eſus. | | 

I ſhould be glad if you would in the firſt 
place inform me, from what motives you took 
upon yourte]f the office of a miniſter; and whe- 
ther, at your ordination to the office of deacon, 
you underitood what you ſaid, when you de- 
clared you were inwardly moved by the HoLy. 
Gros r to take upon you that office X. 

_ Pwurpirt. I believe, Sir, my reaſons for en- 
gazing in the miniſtry were better than you ſup- 
pole them to have been. They were ſuch as are 
5 ſatisfactory 

® The biſhop, in his examination of thoſe who deſire to be 
ordained deacons, aſks every one of them, in the preſence of 
the people, Do you truft that you are inwardly moved by 
«© the Holy Gbgft to take upon you this office and miniftration ?** 
And each anſwers, ** 1 truſt ſo. Fide the ordering of dea- 
"Biſhop Burnet obſerves, If any man ſays, I truft fo, who 
e yet knows nothing of any ſuch motion, he lies to the Holy 


ce Gbeſt, and makes his firſt approach to the altar with a lie im 
e his moutb, and that not to man, but to God. 


(C 


ſatisfactory to the bulk of mankind ; and few, 


if any, of the learned and honourable call them 
in queſtion. 1 do not chuſe to be ſingular. I 
hold the fame opinions as my neighbours. The 
way the multitude go, I charitably hope is right; 
and com prevails ſo far with me, that 1 endea- 
vour to. make my conſcience fubmit to its ſway 
in all things.—: would believe like others, and 
I with to act like others. 

As to the doctrines contained in the articles 
of religion, and in the different offices of the 
Church, J agree to them in a ſenſe of my own®, 
and I conſider myſelf as having ven little to do 
with them now: Beſides, I Will tell you freely, 
mnterejt was ſo cloſely connected with my chief 
motive for entering into the miniſtry, that L 

could not have ſeparated the one from the o- 
ther, if I had ftriven till Joom/cay. 

DESK. If this be the beſt account you can 
give of yourſelf, alas for you in that great day 
It is plain you ſtick at nothing, and have loſt all 
regard for truth and honeſty; and it is impoſſible 
to know what you mean by what you fay. Fro- 
mules, declarations, ſubſcriptions with you are 
a mere thread. of tow. 

PuLeiT. However, I hope, ſirice the time of 
my ordination, my conduct has, in every reſpect, 
been irreproachable, and fully conſiſtent with 
the character of a miniſter of the Church of Eng- 
land, I have not, it is true, ſecluded myſelf 
from the worid, as I always thought it right to 

* AY © live 
* The declaration preceding the thirty-nine articles ſays, 
No man ſhall either print or preach to draw the article aſide 


r any way, but ſhall ſubmit it in the plain and full meaning 
© thereof, and ſhall not put his own ſenſe or comment to be: 


„the meaning of the article; but ſhall take it in the Litera 
* and grammatical ſenſe"? 


| 
| 
| 


En, 
live in intimacy with all my neighbours; In- 
deed | live in friendſhip with all mankind. 

Dzs&. As to your conduct, J am certain it. 
will not bear to be tried by the word of God, 
and I beg you will judge your/elf by that uner- 
ring rule. Know ye not that the frienaſbip of the 
world is enmity with God? Wheſoever, therefore, 
will be a friend of the world, is the enemy of G. 
Be not conformed to this world, but be ye tranf- 

formed by the renewing of your minds +. 
It is certainly a duty, as far as in you lieth, 
to live peaceably with all men; but if you were a. 
nuine bible-chriſtian, it would be impoilible 
or you. to live in friendſhip with the world. 
How can two walk together, except they be agreed © 
The world loveth only its own. The real chri- 
ſtian is not of the world, but is choſen out of the 
world ; therefore the wor:d hateth him}; and the 
ſentiments of the ungodly concerning him are. 
fully expreſſed in the Wiſdom of Solomon: Let 
5 oppreſs and lie in wait for the righteous man, 
becauſe he is not for our turn—he is clean contrary 
te our doings—he upbraideth us with our effendin 
the law, and objecteth to our infamy the * 


* 


ons of our education. He profeſjeth to have the 

II. of God, and he calleth himſelf the child o 
the Lord. He is grievous unto us even to behold : 
For his life is not like other men- is ways are of 

another faſhion. Me are ęſieemed of him as coun- 

Zerfeits he abſflaineth from our ways as from 
 falthineſs. He pronounceth the end of the juſt ta 
be bleſſed, and maketh his boaſt that God is his 

father \. And | beg you will particularly con- 
ſider our Lord's words, in which he alludes 
to 


| James Iv 4. 5 t Rom. xili. fo } Jcha zv. 19. 
4 Wiſdom ef Solomon; li. 1a. & c. 
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( 19 1 
to the preachers of his goſpel, Mo unto you whem 
all men fhalil ſpeak well of you, for ſo did their fa- 
thers to the FALSE prophets*! and when the 
doctrine and conduct of a miniſter are ſuch as 
wicked men approve, there needs no other proof 

that he is a blind leader of the blind. 

It is poſſible you may not be an adulterer, an 
_ unjuſt perſon, nor, in your own opinion, an 
extortioner (as I dare ſay you will not deem the 
moſt rigorous exaction of t:thes, or other dues, 
from the pooreſt perſon in your pariſh, extortion) 
yet you are pretty often filled with wine, and are 
to be found far more regularly at the card table+ 
than at prayers; and you are far from being un- 
known at balls}, plays 5, and ſports of different 
- _ kinds. 

* Luke vi. 26. 


\F In the ſeventy-fifth canon of the Church, it is ſaid, “No- 
& eccleſiaſtical perſon ſhall at any time, other than for their 
«© honeſt neceſſities, reſort to any taverns or alehouſes. 
„% Furthermore, they ſhall not give themſelves to drinking or 
« riot, ſpending their time ialy by day or by night, laying as 
« dice, cards, or tables, or any other unlawful game, under 
„ pain of eccleſiaſtical cenſures to be inflicted with leverity,. 
& according to the qualities of their offences.“ 


} Men of high or even middling rank among the Tarts, 
look on dancing as unbecoming the dignity of man, and think. 
with the ancient Remans—MNemo fere ſaltat ſobrius niſi forte in- 
fanit ; No one dances unleſs he is drunk or mad.“ 

Obſerv. on the Religion, &c. of the Tur. 


& The primitive chriſtians were accuſed, by their enemies, of 
abſenting themſelves from ſuch entertainments; and hear their 
reply: „Nos qui moribus et pudore cenſemur, merito malig 
4 yoluptatibus et pompis veſtris, et ſpectaculis abſtinemus, 
& quorum et de ſacris originem novimus, et noxia blandimenta 
4% damnamus, &c.“ M. Minucii Fchcis Octavius 


If the reader is a lover of the Theatre, he is referred to Dr. 
Witherſpoon's * Enquiry into the nature and effects of the 
5 ſtage;”” or to Mr. Law's pamphlet og The abſolute uae 
& Jawfulneſs of Rags entertainment.“ | 
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kinds. Theſe things indeed you call neceſſary and 


innocent amuſements; and therefore it is no wonder 
that you have the approbation of the world. S7 
mile ſanili g dqudet; and ſo long as you join hand. 
in hand with the wicked, they will as naturall 


reſpect you, as they will peak evil of, and perſe- 


cute another who tells them, without hypocriſy, 
the wrath oj God is revealed jrom heaven againſt 
all ungodlineſs and unrighteauſnejſs of men &. | 
But you do not conſider the effects of your 
bad example, and how often many of your pa- 
Tiſhioners are encouraged, through your conduct, 
to go on to work wickedacis, and to deſpite the 
fear of the Lord. I have known ſeveral of the 
congregation, who have been in ſome meaiure 
convinced of the error of their way, in conſe- 
quence of attending to the word of God, and my 
plain inftructio:.s, who have filenced the cla- 
mours of conſcience by fuch reflections as theſe : 
« Why do I torment myſelf? Surely there can 
« be no danger in doing as the miniſter of the 
* pariſh does—he knows better than I do what. 
« is right.—1 will not pretend to be ſo wiſe as 
ce as he is. And it is probable the deluded ſoul 
fatisfies himſelf by this moſt falſe manner of rea- 


foning, til] iniquity proves his everlaſting de- 


\ © 


ſtruction. | | | 
You, and ſuch as you, have likewiſe been the 
eauſe of every rent and diviſion in the Church+; 


for 


+ The deſcription which Charles II. gave of his clergy, as 
related by Biſhop Burnet in the hiſtory of his own times, ſeems 


to be a true portraiture of many living characters, in our eſta- 
bliſhment at the preſent day. | 


That monarch, when complaint was made that there were 
diſorders in the nation, and that conventicles were eftabliſt- 


ed, ſaid, “ The clergy are chiefly to blame for theſe diſorders ; 
| | 66-10% 
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for what by your corrupt doctrine your looſe 
diſorderly living—your ſubſcribing and then de- 
riding the fundamental doctrines of the Church, 
many pious men, to their great grief, have been 
driven to ſeek communion with thoſe who diſ- 
tent from the Chureh. 

PurPiT. But I hope you will do me the 
juſtice to acknowledge, you never heard me hold 
up my conduct as the ſtandard of perfection, al- 
though I have a better opinion of it than you 
ſeem to have. | ; 

MINISTERs have like paſſions with other men; 
and you know, Mr. Reading-de/e, we are all 
fallible; and I think it the beſt to fay little of 
myſelt, left I ſhould be thought to poſſeſs any 
degree of the ſpirit of thoſe who ſaid, Stand by 
thyſelf, for 1 am holier than thou X. 1 

DkEsk. It is very evident you know not the 
ſcriptures, and have but little knowledge of what 
manner of perſon a miniſter of the goſpel ought 
to be. It is true the example of any mere man 
ought not to be followed without limitation; but 
it 1s the duty of a miniſter ſo to take heed to. 
himſelf, that he may be an enſample unto his 
congregation to follow him +; and, ſurely, you 
have not forgotten that at the time you were 
admitted a prieſi, you promiſed you would be 
diligent to frame and faſhion your ownlelf, and. 
your family, according to the doctrine of Chriſt, 
and to make both yourſelf and them, as much as 


« for if they had Iived weil, and taken pains to convince the 
« nonconformiſts, the nation might have been by this time 
«© ſettled ; But they think of nothing but to get good bene- 
«. fices, and to keep a good table. They will do nothing, and 
« moſt of them do worſe than if they did nothing.” 


® Iſa. lxv. * T 2 The. 111.9. 1 1 Pet. Ve Jo f 
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in you laid, wholeſome examples and patterns to 
1 the flock of Chriſt *. 1 

| But while you are unacquainted with the 
| power of goſpel-truths, and have known no ap- 
" plication of them by the Holy GH to your own 
1 foul +, it is impoſſible your conduct thould be 
10 other than it is; and as you are ignorant of the 
firſt principles of religion, and of the foundation 
of all holy living, it cannot be expected that you 
ſhould teach them to others. 

Purrir. It ſeems then you are determined to 
condemn both my conduct and the doctrine I 
preach: However, if by the foundation of holy 
living, you mean repentance, J aſſure you I very 
often preach that doctrine, and eſpecially at 
Chriftmas, Eaſter, and the other feſtivals; and 
at thoſe times, I particularly exhort the people 
to prepare for death and judgment—to leave off 
ſinning, and ſeriouſly to think of the deſign of 
our Saviour's birth, ſufferings, and reſurrection; 
to conſider his exceeding great love, and to come 
fitly prepared to the Lord's table, that they may 
obtain the pardon of their fins, and eternal glo 
when they die. Yes, Sir, I have thouſands to 
bear witneſs to the truth of what I fay, and who 
can teſtity they have heard over and over again 
the ſermons I preach againſt (wearing, lying, 
ſabbath- breaking, covetouſneſs, and other fins. 

Desx. Permit me to tell you, the manner in 
which you preach repentance will never lead 
any of the congregation to an acquaintance with 
" that precious grace; and it is evident your hearers 
1 are neither changed in heart, nor reformed in 
1 life by your preaching; ſuch as were formerly 
open finners are ſo ſtill, and every evil-doer goes 


| | WP On 
The manner of ordering of prieſts. A 1 Theſſ. i. 5. 
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on as he did before, You ſpeak, it is true, 
againſt fin, while you are in the Church; and in 


a {ſmooth manner you ſpeak likewiſe of the dan- 
ger of dying in an impenitent ſtate; but before 
you conclude your ſermon, you begin to talk of 
the large allowances that you ſuppoſe will be made 


for breach of duty; of the mercy of God in ac- 


cepting moderate degrees of obedience; and, as 


if to encourage ſinners in wickedneſs, and to pre- 


vent their ſeeking real repentance, © Wechriſtians, 


and we believers,” you cry to your congregation 


indiſcriminately, and“ I hope better things con- 
« cerning yo, and things that accompany ſalva- 
“ t:0n;” although it is very evident fin is gaining 
ground in your pariſh daily, and your manner of 
preaching is certainly one great cauſe of it. 

PuLertT, Pray, in what other manner would 
you have me to preach ? 

DEsk. I will readily inform you.——lt you 
would ſpeak as the oracles of God, Cry aloud 


and ſpare not: Lift up your voice like a trumpet, 


and jhew the people their tranſgreſfſuon x. Tell them 


the wrath of God is revealed from heaven again 

all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men +. That 
God will bring every work into judgment, with 
every ſecret thing whether it be good or ei . 
That God is not mocked, and whatſoever a man 
foweth that ſhall he alſo reap d. Warn them, that 
not every one that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 


into the kingdom of heaven ||, but only thoſe who 


repent and are converted. Tell them that by 
nature they are the children of wrath*, helpleſs 
and guilty; and no more able to deliver them- 
ſelves from the guilt and dominion of fin, than 
| | the 

* Iſa. Iviii. 1. + Rom. i. 18. 1 Eccl. xii. 14. 
§ Gal. vi. 7. Matth. vii. 21. * Eph. ive 23. 
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the Ethiopian to change his ſein, or the lapard 
his ſpots &. 0 
And tell the more decent in your congrega- 
tion, that however moral and virtuous they ma 
ſuppoſe themſelves to be, they muſt be born again 
as well as the vileſt ſinners, or they cannot ſee 
the Kingdom of Godt. Tell all that hear you, 
that while they are in a ſtare of nature, living in 
ſin, and unrenewed | in their mind, they are 
expoſed to everlaſting ruin; and that they ſhall 
have their portion in the lake that burns with fire 
and brimſtone, if their condition on earth be not 
quite altered—if they are not abe -und, 
juſfiſtied in the name of the Lord Feſus, and by the 
Spirit of God\.—— Tell all impenitent ſinners, 
in plain language, they are going to hell toge- 
ther, and that every foul of them will perith that 
repents not. Tell them, they have brought 
upon themſelves the cr/e of God, and that no- 
thing can deliver them therefrom but an intereſt 
in the merits of him who was made a curſe for 
them ||. | 
3 This is ſtrange doctrine indeed, and 
enough to drive people into deſpair, if not into 
downright madneſs. 20 
DEsk. As ftrange as it may ſeem to you, I 
hope you will allow I ſpeak the language of 
1 > fcripture. I know you are much afraid the con- 
1 gregation ſhould be driven into deſpair, but at 
14 preſent there is no danger of it. I am equally 
14 afraid of your leaving them to periſh in their 


— 14 ſins.— I he only deſpair into which they can be 

i} | 2 brought 

| Jer. xiii. 23. + John iii. 3. . 
of 1 Biſhop Hall ſays * He is no chriftian that is not renews 
I * ed; and he is worſe than a beaſt that is no chriſtians”? 

16 8 1 Cor. vi. 11. [ll Cal. iii. 13. 
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brought by ſound doctrine, is that of being ſaved 
whilſt they continue in fin ; but the deſpair to 
which the doctrine you preach will lead them, is 
that which is accompanied with weeping, and 
wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, without hope to 
all eternity. And is there any madneſs equal to 
that which leads men to ſet the Almighty at de- 
fiance, by the wilful breach of his righteous 
laws, and to ſay in the heart, God will not do 
as he has threatened ; he does not intend to exe. - 
cute what he has ſpoken by his ſervants the pro- 
phets and apoſtles |! | 
PULPIT. But is it poſſible to find any thing 
like the doctrine you have advanced in the ar- 
ticles of religion or liturgy of the urch? 
DESsk. In the ninth article, I teach, Ori- 
te ginal fin is the fault and corruption of the 
<« nature of every man, whereby man is very far 
« gone from original righteouſneſs, and is of 
SK his own nature inclined to evil, ſo that the 
« fleſh luſteth always contrary to the Spirit; and 
« therefore in every perſon born into this world, 
« it deſerveth God's wrath and damnation.“ 
In the miniſtration of baptiſm, I inform the con- 
gregation, All men are conceived and born in 
< fin; and that our Saviour Chriſt faith, none 
« can enter into the kingdom of God except he 
be regenerate, and born a- new; and in the 
catechiſm you may find I ſpeak the fame lan- 
gangs: Eg 
In the commination, or denouncing of God's 
anger and judgments againſt ſinners, to be uſed 
en the firſt day of Lent, I fay, from the autho- 
rity of God's word, “ Curſed are the unmerci- 
ful, fornicators and adulterers, covetous per- 
<« ſons, idolaters, flanderers, drunkards, and ex- 
« tortioners,. 


(' 20 } 


ec tortioners*;” and the people anſwer, and 


ſay, Amen.“ And then I go on to warn the 


wicked in the following manner: „Now is the 


< ax put. unto the root of the trees; ſo that eve 

<« tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
« down and caſt into the fire. It is a fearful 
<« thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
« He thall pour down rain upon the ſinners, 


« ſnares, fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and tempeſt : 


te this ſhall be their portion to drink. For lo, 


<« the Lord is come out of his place to viſit the 
« wickedneſs of ſuch as dwell upon the earth: 


« But who may abide the day of his coming? 
« Who ſhall be able to endure when he appear- 
ec eth? His fan is in his hand, and he will purge 
cc his flour, and gather his. wheat into the barn; 
« but he will burn the chaft with unquenchable 
« fire, Then ſhall appear the wrath of God in 
« the day of vengeance, which obſtinate ſinners, 


« through the ſtubbornneſs of their heart, have 


« heaped unto themſelves ; which deſpiſed the 
« goodneſs, patience, and long-fuffering of God, 


« when he called them continually to repentance. 


c Then ſhall they call upon me, ſaith the Lord, 
c but I will not hear; they ſhall ſeek me early, 
« but they ſhall not tind me: and that becauſe 
<« they hated knowledge, and received not the 
« fear of the Lord. O terrible voice of moſt 
« juſt judgment, which ſhall be pronounced up- 
<« on them, when it ſhall be ſaid unto them, Go, 
« ye curſed, into the fire everlaſting, which is 


prepared for the devil and his angels: There- 


« fore, brethren, take we heed betime, while 
« the day of ſalvation laſteth.“ 
| And 


* 1 Cor. vi. ge 10. 
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And to ſhew you farther, how little you know 
of my principles, I beg you will attend to what 
is ſaid in the ſecond part of the homily on the 
miſery of man. Thus we have heard how evil 
« we be of ourſelves, how of ourſelves, and 


< ourſelves, we have no goodneſs, help, or fal- 


vation, but otherwiſe ſin, damnation, and 
« death everlaſting ; which, if we deeply weigh 
« and conſider, we ſhall better underitand the 
great mercy of God, and how our ſalvation 
« cometh by Chr:/?; for in ourſelves (as of our- 
« ſelves) we find nothing whereby we may be 


delivered from this miſerable captivity, into 


« which we are caſt by breaking God's com- 
„ mandments in our firſt parent Adam.” —And 
in the firſt homily on the nativity: © The 
« firſt man through giving ear to the devil, 
as before he was bleſſed, ſo now he was ac- 
« curſed; inſtead of the image of God, he was 
© now become the image of the devil; inſtead 
« of the citizen of heaven, he was become the 
E bond-ſlave of hell, having in himſelf no one 
part of his former purity and cleanneſs; but 


being altogether ſpotted and defiled, in ſo 


% much that he ſeemed to be nothing elſe but a 


< lump of fin. This, if it had only reſted on 


« Adam, might the better have been borne, but 


< it fell alſo upon his poſterity and children for | 


* 0.” 8 | 
PuLprr. As for the homilies, there is not 
much learning in them ; they are grown obſo- 
lete, and none of our great and learned men have 
had any veneration for them. Our knowledge 
is more refined, and our language more poliſhed 
than when the homilies were compoſed. They 
ſuited the ignorance of the times in which they 
= We | Nerxe 


( 22 ) 
were Written, but they will not go down in this 
enlightened age. 
Dsk. I know you ſuit your divinity to the 
taſte of the times, and it is not uncommon with 
you to make a jeſt of the do-irines which you 
ſolemnly declared you believed to be true. With 
regard to the homilies, you have my judgment 
concerning them in the thirty-fifth article of 
religion. © The ſecond book of homilies doth 
« contain. a godly. and wholeſome doctrine, as 
% doth the former book of homilies, which were 
< ſet forth in the time of Edtoard VI.; and 
t therefore we judge them to be read in churches 
< by the miniſters, diligently and diſtinctly, that 
they may be underſtanded of the people.” 
And it is my deſire that thoſe who are ordained, 
and have not gifts for preaching, ſhould read a 
homily after morning prayer, to drive away un- 
godly living, and poiſonous doctrine“. 
Lou are pleaſed to ſay, none of our great and 
learned men have had any veneration for the 
homilies; but you are miſtaken. I could pro- 
duce inſtances of many learned, pious, and emi- 
nent men who have had. the homilies in great 
eſteem, What were Cranmer, Latimer, Fewel, 
Ridley, Hooper, and ſeveral more, who were 
concerned in writing the homilies, and after- 
wards ſealed the truth of them with their blood ? 
Archbiſhop Uber, and the pious Biſhop Beve- 
ridge, andoubtedly preached and experienced the 
doctrines contained in the homilies. Biſhop 
Reynolds, a true ſon of the Church, writes thus 
in his ſeamon on the ſinfulneſs of fin: © Look 
into your hearts, and you ſhall find a very hell 
« of uncleanneſs, full of deep and unſearchable 


&« wickednels, 


Vue Preface to the Hemillea, 
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« wickedneſs, full of hardneſs; no ſins, no judg- 
c ments, no mercies, no allurements, no ho 
fear, promiſes, inſtructions able to awaken or 
« melt it, or ſhape it to a better image, without 
the immediate omnipotency of that God, who 
« melts the mountains, and turns ſtones into 
« the ſons of Abraham.” e 
Biſhop Wiltins alſo fays, “ All the pravity 
“ and baſeneſs, which fills up every part and 
power about us, are but effuſions of our ori- 
« ginal corruption. hat a world of miſchief 
* is there in our ſeveral parts; our wills and af- 
« fections, our tongues. and eyes] Yet theſe are 
« but as little rivulets, the. fountain, or rather 
the ſea that feeds them, is our corrupt nature.” 
PuLeit. I hope you have no more fault to 
find with the doctrines I preach.. | 
DESsk. Indeed you are miſtaken: I have much 
more to accuſe you of. You preach that nian 
has it in his own power to turn to God; that 
there is in him, from nature, a power to work 
righteouſneſs, and that if he do what he can to 
merit heaven, Chriſt will make up the deficien- 
cy. Beſides, you. extol the fallen creature to the 
heavens, and are. continually crying up his. 
« dignity and rectitude, and I know not. what. 
As for the power of turning to God, and. 
working righteouſneſs, I maintain it is not to be 
found in nature, but in grace, and. that God 
only can give it; I therefore teach men to pray, 
« Almighty God, who ſeeſt that we have no 
« power to help ourſelves, keep us, &c.—1 
readily allow that all men may have power to do 
whatever God requires of them, but I deny that 
x is of themſelves, Chriſt is the true light that 
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lighteth EVERY MAN that cometh into the world“; 
and man's condemnation will not be that he was 


without holineſs by nature; but that he rejected 


the grace, by which he might have been regene- 


rated, and made holy. e would haye bealet 


Babylon, faith God, but ſbe is not healed4+ Mercy, 
pardon, peace, and ſalvation are offered to all, 
and thus God will be clear when he paſleth ſen- 
tence on the wicked. I 

With regard to your notion, that a mar 


| muſt do what he can to merit heaven, and that 
fo much as he falls ſhort in merit, thall be made 
up to him from the merit of Chr; I muſt de- 


clare it heterodox, and an egregious error. In 
the homily, on good- friday, you may read, 
« Certainly there can be no work of any mortal 
man (be he never ſo holy) that ſhall be coup- 
led in merit with CHriſt's moſt holy act.“ And 
in the homily on ſalvation, Man cannot make 
4“ himſelf righteous by his own works, neither 


in part nor in the whole. To affirm this, is 


« the greateſt arrogancy and preſumption that 
© ANTICHRIST could ſet up againſt God.” I 
know you with to be as little beholden to Chriſt 


as poſſible in the buſineſs of ſalvation, and your 


pride will only allow you to conſider him as an 
acceſſory at the moſt; but if you would derive 


any faving benefit from him, he muſt be your 


ALL; his mercy alone, without any ſuppoſed 
goodneſs of your own, muſt be the foundation 
on which you muſt build for. forgiveneſs with 
God , and for eternal glory. Be it known unto 
| 1 | yor, 
* John i. 9. + Jer. Ii. 9. | 
1 Biſhop Latimer ſpeaking, in his plain language, of ſuch 
preachers as would mix the merit of Chriff with man's works, 
to obtain the forgiveneſs of fins, ſays, © They make a mang- 
4% ling of the way of God and man's way together, a mingle- 
% mangle, as men ſerve pigs in my country.“ | 


(wk 


you, that through this man is preached the forgines- 
55 of ſins *. The gift of God is eternal life thro” 
| Feſus Chriſty, © * | 
A blind Papiſt is conſiſtent with himſelf where 
he cries out, good works are mercatura regni 
cœleſtis: & the price we. pay for the kingdom 


of heaven,” but ought you to preach ſuch. 


doctrine? Yet while you utterly deſpiſe that 


holy and ſelf-denying conduct which the goipel 


requires, how often do you quiet the conſciences 


of the people, by ſaying, Come to Church, 


< live honeſtly among your neighbours, and you 
© need not fear going to heaven.“ I will mention 
one inſtance to ſhew your groſs ignorance in 
dealing with finners. A careleſs profane perſon 


in the pariſh was taken ill, and as he was likely 


to die, you may recollect his friends ſent for you 


to pray with him. Well, John, © ſaid you, 


“J hear you have been a very honeſt man.” —- 


« Yes, Sir, I thank God, I never did any body 


any harm in all my life, and I have paid every 


«© man his own.” 80 7ohn got a few prayers, 
and the ſacrament, and theſe, like a Fopiſſi abs 
ſolution, were to be his paſſport to heaven. 
PuLeIT., Judge not that you be not judged, 

I beg that you will not be fo profuſe in your cen- 
ſures.—I will give you a. hearing, but I expect 

you will ſhew ſome deference to my character. 
You will recollect 1 aſked your advice juſt 
now, concerning the manner in which you 
would have me preach. You have indeed ad- 
viſed me to anathematize the congregation, and 
to repreſent man as nearly upon a footing with 
the brute creation; but I hope you would not 
have me leave the people without ſaying ſome- 


thing. 


„As hi- 33. Ad 23. 
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Hing to them of the way in which they are to 
be delivered out of the ſtate in which you ſup- 


poſe them to be.— ray let me hear your farther 


adviſe. 

Dksk. Every faithful meſſenger of God cries. 
aloud, and alarms the conſciences of finners. A 
ſkilful phyſician that meets with a body full of 
diſtempers, pre:cribes ſearching medicines be- 
fore he gives cordials. The huivandman breaks. 
up the failow-ground before he tows his ſeed. 
And when men are brought to- feel their loſt 
eſtate, and to bewail the depravity of their na- 
ture, and the ſinfulneſs of their whole lives, 
then only are they prepared to embrace the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel. 3 | 
_ FuLyir. in your opinion then, it ſeems, the 
enly way to peace and happineis in religion, is 
through ſorrow and diſtreſs of mind. 

Des&. hrough that godiy ſorrow which- 
worketh repentance*. or when men are ſenſible 
they are in a ſtate of condemnation, and liable; 
every moment to ſuffer the Vengeance of eternal 
Fre 1, ſorrow encompaſs them about. At ſuch. 
a ſeaſon, paſt tranſgreſſions are brought to their 
remembrance; pride, unbelief, love of the world, 
eontemipt of God and his. holy word, appear in. 


their true light, and the foul is ready to faint 
under its load of guilt.—i would have all men. 
brought to a deep ſenſibility, that they have erred. 


and {frayed from the way of God like loſt ſheep,, 
and that there is. NO HEALTH in them ſpiritually, 
and then they will implore mercy as miſerable 


offenders, and in ſincerity pray God pitifully to- 
behold the ſorrows of their hearts. When 


1 men feel in themſelves the heavy burden of ſin, 


| « {og 
® 2 Cor, Viis 10g; Jude 7. | 


4 
* ſee damnation to be the reward of it, and-heholg' 
« with the eye of the mind the horror of hell, 
ce they tremble, they quake, and are inwardly 
touched with. ſorrowfulneſs of heart for the ir 
offences, end cannot but accuſe themſelves, 
c and open their grief unto. Almighty God, and 
* call upon him for mercy. This being done 
&« ſeriouſly, their mind is ſo occupied, partly 
< with ſorrow and heavinefF, and partly with 
an earneſt defire to be delivered from this dan- 
ger of hell and damnation, that they loathe all 
« worldly things; ſo that they like nothing more 
than to weep, lament, and mourn *.“ 
Purxrr. Surprifing indeed | But has this doc- 
trine any foundation in ſcripture? 
Desk. I know, in your opinion, a perſon can 
ſcarcely appear more ridiculous, than when he 
is grieved for having offended the Hey One of 
{jrael. You will allow the people oß the world 
earneſtly to ſeek the world, and to: break their 
hearts for the loſs of it; but it they bewail their- 
ruin, and weep on account of their want of God, 
this you think is carrying things too far, 
| Trax doctrine you are ſo much ſurpriſed at, 
is that which you ſubſcribed, and, in pretence at 
leaſt, ex animo, and you aught to have known. 
whether it is agreeable to the ſcriptures or not. 
In David's experience you will find the truth of 
it: Thine arrows ſtick faſt in me, and thy hand 
preſſeth me fore. Mine iniguities are gone over 
mine head, as an heavy burden, they are too heavy 
fer me. I have roared by reaſon o the diſquietne 
of my heart*, Innumerable evils: have compaſſed 
me about, mine iniquities have taten hold upon me, 
fo that I am not able to look up; they are more, in 
number” 


* The firſt part of the homily on faſtings. 
+ Pals xaxxviiie 2. 4. Vo. 
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member than the hairs ef my head, therefore my 
beart faileth me*. The three thouſand when 
they were pricked in their hearts, cried, Men 


and brethren what ſhall we do r? The publican 
ſmote upon his breaft, ſaying, God be merciful to 


me a ſinner f. The prodigal, when he came to 
Himſelſ, ſaid, I have ſinned againſt heaven and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 


en §. -A ſinner poſſeſſed of ſuch ſentiments as 


theſe may be called a true penitent. 
PuLeIT. It is a painful fituation;—how is it 
bkely to end? : 
Des. It is written, A, and ye hall receive; 


ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knack, and it ſhall be opened 


unto youll. The Lord is nigh unto them that are 


_ *Of a broken heart, and ſaveth ſuch as ve of a contrite 
ſpirit *. And for the comfort of thoſe that mourn. 
under a ſenſe of fin, I enjoin every miniſter to 


declare, He (God) pardoneth and abſolveth 
« all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly 
« believe his holy goſpel:* And to pray, * Cre- 
ate and make in us new and contrite hearts, 
that we worthily lamenting our fins, and ac- 
* knowledging our wretchedneſs, may obtain of 
* thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remiſſion 
and forgiveneſs, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 
And again, when viſiting the ſick, to pray, 
Give him unfeigned repentance for all the er- 

« rors of his life paſt, and ſtedfaſt faith in thy 
« fon Jeſus, that his ſins may be done away by 
thy mercy, and his pardon ſealed in heaven, 
& before he go hence, and be no more ſeen.“ And 
this doctrine is grounded on the word of God: 
Let the penitent inner hear, and rejoice. — 
BY: on 


* Pſal. xl. 12. Acts ii. 37. Lake xvili. 13. 
$ Luke xv. 21. || Match. vi. pe * Eſal. XxX ZIL. 18. 
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fon of man is come to ſeek and to ſave that which 
was lojt*, Come unto me, all ye that are.wea 
and heavy laden, and I will give you ret H. Be- 


lieve on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved —By faith in the merit of the Redeemer, 
the guilty ſoul is forgiven—juſtified from all 


things, and adopted into the family of God—is 


made an heir of God, and a joint heir with Chriſt 


Teſus &. 

_ PuLeiT. You ſpeak of great bleſſings that 
are to be enjoyed in conſequence of having faith. 
I always thought that every one in a chriſtian 
land was a believer, at leaſt every one that has 
been baptized. But pray give me your defini- 
tion of faith. '_ 

DkEsk. In the third part of the homily on 
ſalvation, I acquaint you, "The right and true 


„ chriſtian faith is not only to believe the holy 


« ſcripture, but alſo to have a ſure truſt and 
« confidence in God's merciful promiſes, to be 
„ faved from eternal damnation by Chriſt 
<« whereof doth follow a loving heart to obey 
« his commandments: And no man can have 
« this true faith, this ſure truſt and confidence 
©« in God, that by the merits of Chriſt his fins 
« be forgiven, and he reconciled to the favour 
« of God and to be a partaker of the kingdom 
« of heaven by Chriſt, when he liveth ungodly, 

« and denieth Chriſt in his deeds.” 
FAITH 1s what neither man nor books can 
give. It is the gift of Go. It is of the opera- 
tion of God*; and you may learn the neceſſity of 
being acquainted with the power of it, in the 
firſt part of the homily on good works: © Faith 
„ giveth 


* Luke xix. 10. Matth. xi. 28. 1 Acts xvi. 31. 
| & Rom. viii. 17. Eph. ii. 8. | * Col. ii. 12. 


( 7 
e giveth life to the ſoul, and they be as much 
« dead to God that lack faith, as they be to the 
© world whoſe bodies lack ſouls. Without faith, 
all that is done of us is dead before God, al- 
<« tho* the work ſeem never fo gay and = | 
before man. True faith doth give life to the 

« works, and out of ſuch faith come good works, 
© that be very good works indeed, and without 
<« faith no work is good before God, as ſaith St. 
« Auguſtine, We muſt ſet no good works be- 
fore faith, nor before faith think that a man 
may do any good works. Faith it is that doth 
« commend. the work to God; for, as St Au- 
guſtine ſaith, whether thou wilt or no, that 
« work that cometh not of faith is naught ; where 
« the faith of Chriſt is not the foundation, there 


s js no good work.” 


PuLpiT. But ſtill I think your doctrine may 
have #very pernicious tendency. I beg * will 
conſider the conſequence of ſpeaking ſo much 
about faith, and take care that the people are not 
led to think, if they have faith they may live as 
they pleaſe. | wn 

(50mg There is indeed a notional faith which 
is barren and dead,—which does not produce 


either the love of God or man, or bring forth 


any fruit; — a faith which you may poſſeſs, and 
yet be a ſlave to anger, malice, pride, covetouſ- 
neſs, and every other inward and outward evil. 


But the true juſtifying faith is a living, operative 


principle in the ſoul, leading to univerſal obe- 
dience, and enabling the foul chearfully to walk 

in all the commandments of God. Faith brings 
peace + and purity} into the foul, gives victory 


'vver the wor li, and is that ſhield by which the 


chriſtian 


„ Rom. v. 1. 4 Ads xv. 9. 2 John v. 4. 
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chriſtian quenches all the fiery darts of the devil *, 
By faith we are ju/tified+ ; and after our juſtifi- 
cation, we do good works, from a proper mo- 
tive, and they are accepted of God. 
« 'The true chriſtian faith is manifeſtly ſhew- 
ed by good living, and not by words only, as 
« St, Auguſtine ſaith, Good living cannot be ſe- 
c parated from true faith which worketh by love. 
« All holy ſcripture beareth witneſs that a true 
« lively faith in Chriſt doth bring forth good 
« works; therefore every man ſhall know whe- 
« ther he have the ſame true and lively faith by 
ce the fruits thereof. They that do well ſhall go 
<« into life eternal, but they that do evil thall go 
ce into everlaſting fire .“ 
PuLPIT. But will not good works help to 
procure our juſtification or pardon ? Surely, you 
would not exclude morality from the ſfeale of 


religion! | 
|, 2, | DEsk. 


* Eph. vi. 16. + Rom. iii. 28. 

But ſome may ſuppoſe that when St. Fames ſays, Ye ſez 
then how that by works a man is juſtified, and not by faith only, 
(James ii. 24.) he oppoſes the doctrine of juſtification by faith 
without the deeds of the law. 

« To me nothing is more evident than that the ideas St. 
& Paul and St. James affix to the words faith and evorks, are 
« entirely different. St James, by the word faith, means 
6e fimply an AS8ENT to the truth of religious principles, 
« without determining whether it be, or be not, effeftual; and 
cc then declares, that in caſe this Aſent does not produce prod 
& works, that is, the ſolid virtues of the heart and life, ie 


© cannot be accepted by God. Whereas, St. Paul, by the 


word faith, means a cordial and vIT&L ASSENT to divine 
ce truth, which influences the heart to a holy temper ; andy 
« according to the gracious terms of the goſpel, intitles a 
© man to divine acceptance, without any regard at all to the 
* Moſaic Law, and previous to the production of any of thoſe 


© god works, which will naturally be the fruit of it.“ 


DopDpRIDGEs 
1 Second part of the homily of faith, 


6 


Desk. For my ſentiments on juſtification, I 


——— —— T— — _ 


will refer you to the eleventh article: Weare 
« accounted righteous before God ONLY for the 


e merit of our Lord and Saviour Fe/us * 
ie by faith, and not for our own works or de 


. 


ce ſervings. Wherefore that we are juſtified by 
<« faith only, is a moſt wholefome doctrine, and 
< very full of comfort, as more largely is ex- 


ce preſſed in the homily of juſtification.” 


In the firſt part of the homily of ſalvation I 
fay, „All the world being wrapt in fin, God 
< ſent his Son into this world, that by the ſhed- 
<« ding of his moſt precious blood he might make 
<« ſatisfaction for our ſins; and therefore St. Paul 
ce declareth nothing on the behalf of man con- 
© cerning his juſtification, but only a true and 
< lively faith, which nevertheleſs is the gift of 
God); and yet that faith doth not ſhut out re- 
c pentance, hope, love, and the fear of God to 
< be joined with faith in every man that is juſti- 
< fied : But it ſnutteth them out from the office 


&« of juſtifying; ſo that although they 


be all 


< preſent together in him that is juſtified, yet 
they juſtify not. And in the ſecond part of 
the fame homily, you may read, « Conſider 
<« diligently theſe words; without works, by 
« faith only, freely we receive the remiſſion of 
ec our ſins; and << T heſe and other like ſentences 
Ce we do read oft times in the beſt and moſt an- 
cc cient writers, as Hilary, Baſil, Ambroſe, Ori- 
gen, Cyprian, and many other authors, Greet 
t“ and Latin. That we be juſtified by faith only, 
c freely, and without works, is ſpoken to take 
c away clearly all merit of our works, and wholly 
< to aſcribe the merit and deſerving of our juſti- 


« fication unto Chri/t only.“ 


« THIS 
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« 'THrrs faith, the holy ſcripture teacheth us, 
4 js the ſtrong rock and ee of the chri- 
e {tian religion: This doctrine all ancient au- 
« thors of Chriſt's church do approve: This 
« doctrine ſetteth forth the true glory of Chriſt, 
e and beateth down the vain glory of man: This 
ce whoſoever denieth is not to be accounted a chri- 
« /1an man, nor a ſetter forth of Chriſt's glory, 
but an adverſary to Chri/? and his goſpel, and 
« a ſetter forth of a vai glory. | 
Hear the ſcripture declare that whatſoever 1s 
not of faith is jin*, and that, without faith it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God +; and undoubtedly that 
faith is meant, by which the ſinner is juſtified. 
And out of the numerous teſtimonies of Icarned 
and pious men to the truth of my ſentiments, 
concerning the doctrinò of juſtitication, and the 
neceſſity of being acquainted with it, 1 will juſt 
repeat to you the words of the pious Biſhop Be- 
ve ridge in his private thoughts: I can do no 
« works at all before I be firſt juſtified. My 
« works cannot be accepted as good till my per- 
« fon be fa; nor can any perſon be accepted by 
« God till firſt engrafted into Chri/? ; before 
„ which engratting into the true vine it is im- 
““ poſſible I ſhould bring forth good fruit.” 
PuLeIT. But there are ſome people who are 
ſo preſumptuous as to pretend to know their fins 
are forgiven; and, in general, thoſe who eſpouſe 
your doctrine of faith and juſtification, are of 
that ſtamp. Fray, what do you think of ſuch 
deluded people? | 
Dksk. The famed council of Trent ACCURSE 
all who hold that “ aſſurance of pardon” may be 
had in this world; but, in oppoſition to papiſts, 
C 2 hear 
Rom. xiv. 23. + Heb. xi. 6. 


(8 1 | 

hear what proteſtants have to ſay ; and, to purge 
yourſelf from the principles of Rome, liſten to 

the Church of England. In the homily on the 
reſurrection, read, Thou, O man, haſt recei- 
« ved his body (Chriſt) which was once broken, 
and his blood which was ſhed for the remiſſion 
« of thy fin. "Thou haſt received his body to 
„ have within thee ; the Father, Son, and Holy 
« Ghoſt, to dwell with thee, to endow thee 
e with grace; to comfort thee with their pre- 
« ſence, and To ASSURE THEE of everlaſting 
oe: | Tos 
A guilty awakened conſcience is like a 
troubled fea, when it cannot reſt; and in ſuch a 
ſtate, horror and deſpair attack the ſinner. And 
cannot a man diſcover the difference between a 
rack, and lying at eaſe on his bed? Can a 
wounded conſcience be healed, and the man not 
be ſenſible of it? Can God ſpeak joy amd peace 
to the ſoul, and the ſoul be a ſtranger to it:? 
Can a man poſſeſs health and riches, and not 
know what he enjoys? _ 

One great end for which Chr? came into the 
world, was, to give KNOWLEDGE of falvation to 
His people, by the remiſſion of their ſins x. And 
if we may be made ſenſible that &“ we are tied 
« and bound with the chain of our ſins,” it is 
undoubtedly the will of God that we ſhould be 
made ſenſible that we are lovſed. After con- 
e trition men fee/ their conſciences at peace with 
« God, and to be reconciled again to his fa- 
« your +.” | 

Purrrr. However you muſt allow that ve 
few of the learned in our day believe the know- 


ledge 


| * Luke i. 77, 
+ Third part of the homily for rogation week. 


"I 


Cx 


ledge of the forgiveneſs of fin is attainable in this: 
life; and, for my own part, I am content to hope 
to be forgiven in the world to come; and I am 
very willing toleave it to. others to talk of being 
forgiven here. | 
DESK. Suppoſe that all the learned men in 
the world ſhould be ſtrangers to. the knowledge of 
the forgiveneſs of ſin, will it therefore follow 
there is no ſuch thing? The truths. of God are 
the ſame by whomſoever received or rejected. 
The rich men, the mighty men, and the learned. 
men, were in general agreed in rejecting Chriſt, 
at the time he appeared upon earth; but the 
truth of his miſſion did not depend on their be 
lieving or diſbelieving it. And if you imagine 
that becauſe a man is rich or learned, he muſt. 
neceilarily be a perſon whoſe judgment, in reli- 
gious matters, ought to. be the guide of the poor 
and unlearned, youare under a very great miſtake. 
The natural man* (whether poor or rich, learned: 
or unlearned) the man who is in a ſtate of nature, 
deſtitute of divine teaching, receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs. 
to him, neither can he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned +, The ſpiritually- minded 
diſcern ſpiritual things, but none of the wicked 
ſpall under/tand them. They who are living in 
un, and conſequently are dead to God, cannot 


C3 believe 


* Toyo; animal or ſenſual, as oppoſed: to TIev-. 
Nac uo /piritual, i. e. illuminated or taught by the 
Spirit of God, Comp. Jude, Ver. 19 v3 5x06 „ C R 
447 Exonles ſenſual, not having the Spirit. 

+ 1 Cor. it. 14. The French renders the words, I, hoyme. 


animal ne comprend point les choles qui ſogs de I. Eſprit de 
Dieu, &. 


(8 
believe that our heavenly Father giveth his Holy 
Spirit to them that aſe him k. | 

Bnt I do not with to depreciate human learn- 
ing; on the contrary, I wiſh that you and many 
of your brethren, as well as thoſe that hear you, 
had much more of it; however, I would have 
you underſtand that, by human wiſdom merely, 
no man can know God in a faving manner; and 
as we are bleſſed with the ſcriptures in our mo- 
ther tongue, it is not much learning that is ne- 
ceſſary to underſtand them, but the inſpiratio 
of the Holy One. | 

In the homily on reading the ſcripture, you 
may remember | inform you, from St. Chry/o/tom, 
« Man's human and worldly wiſdom is not 
© needful to the underſtanding of ſcripture, but 
<« the revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, who infpireth 
te the true meaning unto them, who with humili 
and diligence ſearch for it:” And I will repeat 
to you a remarkable paſſage in the homily for 
Whitſunday, taken from Euſebius. A certain 
learned philoſopher, an extreme adverſary to 
„ Chriſt and his doctrine, could by no kind of 
< learning be converted to the faith, but was able 
to withſtand all the arguments that could be 
« brought againſt him: At length there ſtarted 
up a poor ſimple man, of ſmall wit and leſs 
« knowledge, one that was reputed among the 
ce learned-an idiot; and he, in God's name, 
« would needs take in hand to diſpute with this 
« proud philoſopher. The biſhops and learned 
men ſtanding by, were marvellouſly abaſhed 
<« at the matter, thinking, that by his doings, 
&« they all ſhould be put to open thame. He, 
« notwithſtanding, goeth on, and beginning in 

« the 


# Luke xi. 13. 
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* the name of the Lord Jeſus, brought the phi- 
« loſopher to ſuch a point in the end, contrary 
© to all men's. expectation, that he could not. 
« but acknowledge the power of God in his 
words, and gave place to the truth. Was not 
« this a miraculous work, that a filly ſoul of no 
learning, ſhould do that which many biſhops 
« of great knowledge and underſtanding were 
not able to bring to paſs? So true is the ſay- 
« ing of Bede, where the Holy Ghoſt doth 
« inſtruct and teach, there is no delay at all in. 
« learning.” hp 

As to your being content to hope for forgive- 
neſs in the. world. to come, I would. have you 
beware, left your hope prove no better than that 
of the hypocrite which ſhall periſh. If you be 
lieve the ſcriptures, or the. doctrines you have. 
ſubſcribed, what have you to do with being for- 
given after death. —If you are not forgiven in 
this world, you mult periſn everlaſtingly. As 
death leaves you, fo will judgment find you: 
Ii here the tree falls, there it ſhall be* : Now ts 
the accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation +. 

Purrrr. I ſuppoſe you have now nothing 
more to ſay ; and therefore, if you pleaſe, we. 
will begin the ſervice. 

DEsk. Why are you ſo ſoon weary of hear- 
ing the truth? J am ſure you have need of in- 
ftruction, and you ought to rejoice to receive it. 
What thing you of the doctrine of the inſpi- 
ration of the Holy GH 

Purprr. What do you mean by :»ſprration} ? 


ESK. 
* Eccl. xi. 3. ＋ 2 Cor. vi. 2. 


} The word inſpiration ſimply ſignifies a breathing into, from 
the Latin verb 2a God, by his Spirit, inſpires, breathes 


into the ſoul of every real chriſtian, what of himſelf he hath nog 


E013 


Dxsx. I mean that work of the Spirit of God 
on the ſoul, whereby man receives. power to do- 
the will of God, and is reſtored to the divine image 
in which he was at firſt created. This work, 
which is the ſum of religion, the Spirit begins 
by convincing of ſin, and. giving repentance from 
dead works*: Then the Spirit is given as a Spirit 
of grace and fupplication t, and by his powerful 
influences ſinners are aſſiſted to draw nigh to Gad, 
that he may draw nigh to them | + By the ſame 
Spirit they receive faith and a porwer to become the 
ſons of Cod d; and being made the children of Gad 
by faith in Chrif? Feſus ||, God ſendeth the Spirit: 
his Son into their hearts, whereby they cry Abba, 
at her ge And it is the privilege of every chri- 
ſtian to have this {p:r:t to bear witneſs with his 
Spirit, that he is a child of God**, 
In the liturgy, I teach men to pray to God 
thus: „ Tleante the thoughts of our hearts by, 
the :n/þ:ration of thy Holy Spirit. —< Inſpire 
« continually the univerſal church. Grant us 
« thy Holy Spirit, that thoſe things may pleaſe. 
« thee which we do at this preſent, and that the 
< reſt of our lite hereafter may be pure and holy. 
« Take not thy Ho!y Spirit Fa us. rant 
« that by thy holy Z jation we may think thoſe 
things that be good, and by thy merciful. 
* ouiding may perform the fame.” 
PuLPiT. But this is a chriſtian country, and. 
I cannot conceive of what uſe inſpiration can be 
in our days. 
Dsk. Read the thirteenth article, the ex- 
reſs words of which are, orks done before 
the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of his 
| « Stirs 
Feb. vi. 1. Zech. xii. 100 I James iv. 8. 


3 hal. 12. 10a. ii. 26. {| Cal. l. 6. Rom. Wil 46. 
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Spirit, are not pleaſant to God: Vea rather, 
« for that they are not done as God hath willed, 
« and commanded them to be done, we doubt 
not but they have the nature of ſin.”—It is, 
therefore, highly neceſſary that all men ſhould 
be acquainted with the grace Chriſt and the 
inſpiration of his Spirit. | ” 
In the homily for Whitſunday, you may read, 
As for the works of the Spirit, the fruits of 
„faith, they proceed only of the Holy Ghoft, 
© who is the only worker of our ſanctification, 
and maketh us new men in Ghr:/# Feſus : Nei- 
ther doth he think it fufhcient inwardly to 
« work the ſpiritual] and new birth of man, 
„ unleſs he allo DWELL AND ABIDE IN HIM. 
_ © Know ye not (faith St. Paul) that ye are the 
« temple of God, and that his Spirit dwelleth in 
« you? Know ye not that your bodies are the 
„ temples of the Holy Ghei, which is within 
* you? Again, he faith, Ve are not in the fleſh, 
« but in the Spirit: For why? The Spirit of 
« God dwelleth in you. To this agreeth the 
'« doctrine of St. 7%. The anointing which 
ye have received (he meaneth the oy Gh? 
« dwelleth in you. And St. Peter hath thete 
words, The Spirit of glory and of God reſteth 
« upon you. Oh! what comfort is this to the 
« heart of a true chriſtian, to think that the 
« HoLy GHosT DWELLETH WITHIN HIM. 
„But how ſhall I know that the Holy Ghoft 
« is within me? As the tree is known by its 
« fruit, ſo is alſo the Holy GH. The fruits of 
« the Holy Gheft (according to St. Paul) are, 
« love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
goodneſs, faithfulneſs, meekneſs, and tempe- 
* rance. Here is a glaſs wherein thou mayett. 
| diſcern. 
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ee diſcern whether thou have the Holy Ghotwith- 
« in thee.” GE: 

In the homily for rogation week, my language 
is, „All ſpiritual gifts come from God, by Je- 
* {us Chrift,—God give us grace to #now and 
« /e/ thele things in our hearts. It is not of 
<« ourſelves, let us meekly call upon the Hoy 
„Gb, that he may aſſiſt and % ire us with 
his preſence.” | = 

PuLPrr. The apoiiles had power given them 
to work miracles, which was a proof that they 


were inſpired of the Holy Gh9/t ; but will you 


affirm that men may have ſuch a power in the 
preſent times? 

The chriſtian religion is now eſtabliſhed by 
law and cuſtom, and undoubtedly ali extraordi- 
.nary gifts have ceaſed. w | 
. Dex. I do notcontend for the extraordinary 
gifts or the Spirit of God, ſuch as healing the 
fick, and raiſing the dead; but if you deny that 
the true chriſtian may receive the Spirit in his 
rene wing, ſanctifying, comforting influences, you 
directly contradict the ſcriptures, and the doc- 
trine which has juſt been advanced from the ar- 
ticles and homilies. | 

And altho* the chriſtian religion is eſtabliſhed” 
by law and cuſtom, what will it advantage you, 
af it is not eſtablifhed in your heart and life? If 
you are not born again, have not the mand, the 
ſpirit of Chrift Feſus, and walk not in his ſteps, 
it will avail you nothing that you were of the 
Eſtabliſhed religion. | | 

PuLPirt. I begin to wiſh our converſation was 
at an end. I affure you I ſhall not fay much 
more to you, as I now clearly fee your ſentiments 
and mine are very different. It is a long yu: 

| es ra 


C ar } 


fince I have looked into the articles and homiliess 
but by the quotations youhave made from them, 
it appears pretty plainly, that your opinions are 
ſimilar to thoſe of certain enthuſiaſtic innovators, 
who have lately brought me into diſrepute, and 
have ſet ſome of the moſt ignorant people in my 
pariſh to ſearch their bibles and common-prayer- - 
books. I fully believe you are a METHopisT! 
And if I could ſuppoſe the congregation would 
not reflect on me, for my connexion with you, 
T1 would publiſh your character the very next 
ſunday. | . 
Drsk. A METHODTSsT *I Why really the 
appellation is an inoffenſive one, and I know it 
has lately been given to thoſe ſcriptural, orthodox 
pulpits who faithfully oppoſe the corruptions o 
the times, and whom the h:relings, ſuch as you 
are, hate and contemn. It is plain that practices 
and principles contrary to the antichriſtian pul- 
Pits of the age, and agreeable to my apoſtolic 
doctrines, are thought ſufficient to conſtitute a 
man a methodiſt. I will therefore give you a 
deſcription, taken from the ſeventeenth article 
of religion of a perfon whom I dare fay you will 
call a nethodiſt, but whom I call a —_— 2 
eed. 


* TurssAl us, a phyſician who lived before the time of 
Galen, reduced the medicinal art to a few common principles, 
and thoſe phyſicians who followed his methods of practice 
were called Mz TnoD1s Ts, or Mx THoDICI. Hence the ori- 
gin of the term Mz YnO DIS r, as applied to a body of men. 

About the year 1720, Mefficurs Job and Charles Weſley, 
and ſeveral other young men in the Univerſity of Oxford, who 
were more exemplary in works of piety and mercy than th reſt 
of their fellow ſtudents, were called ME THoprsTs in derifion 
und fince that time, all thoſe, whether clergy or laity, who 
have embraced the doctrines of the articles and liturgy of the 

Church of England, and lived agreeably thereto, have been called 
| Mx THODISTS» 
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feed He is one whom God hath choſen in 
à Chriſt, out of mankind, to deliver from curſe 


and damnation, and to bring by Chriſi to 


< everlaſting ſalvation; he is called according to 


God's purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due 
R ſeaſon ; he, through grace, obeys the calling; 


ce he is juſtified freely; he is made a fon of God 


« by adoption; he FEELS in himſelf the working 
of the Spirit of Chri/?, mortifying the works 


of the fleſh and his earthly members, and 


drawing up his mind to high and heavenly 


E = things; he is made like the image of Chriſt, 
walks righteouſly in good works, and at length 


by God's mercy attains everlaſting felicity.“ 
PuLPIT. I affure you I am very far from be- 


ing a na to your opinions, and I ſhall not 


trouble myſelf much about them; nor ſhall I 
aſk you any queſtions concerning them in future. 


Desx. Leſt I ſhould not have another oppor- 


tunity of ſpeaking to you, and as you ſeem to be 
weary of my converſation, I would warn you to 


take care that you be not found among thoſe 


falſe prophets, who do not ſpeak God's words, 
but their own; cauſing the people to err through 
their lies, ſtrengthening the hands of evil-doers, 
that none doth return from his wickedneſs. Such 


are thoſe, that ſay fill unto them that deſpiſe 


God, Ye jball have peace; and to every one that 


- walketh after the imagination of his own heart, 
No evil ſhall come upon you x. 
A day is coming when you will wiſh you had 
paid more regard to the ſcriptures, and the truths 
which I ſpeak. 1f the prophets propheſy falſe- 


„ what will the end be? How will you en- 


Iv 
dure to hear deluded wretched ſouls cry out at 


« the 
® Ter xxili. paſſim. : 


(48 ) 

"he laſt day, « Our guides have miſled us, our 
"8 watchmen have betrayed us, we have followed 
« their-example, and we are undone for ever.” 
In concluſion, I would call aloud on all who. 
attend my ſervice, to declare who they are for, , 
| you or me, Let each aſk another, Will you 
“ ſtand by the DEsk, or by the PurrIir? Will 
* Jo harken to the truth, and walk in the. 
good old way, or turn aſide to fables, and 
* 3 5 the error of the wicked? -I truſt 
J ſhall find ſome who love the truth, and are 

determined to flee from error and deceit. 
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